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Overview & the Article

Infinitives are verbal nouns and are found about 2,300
times in the NT. Like other non-indicative moods, the
infinitive is negated by pj (not od).

Because infinitives are verbal nouns, the often come
with an article (which is always neuter singular). The
subject of the infinitive is in the accusative case.
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Infinitives Forms

Infinitive Translation
Mg to be loosing
res to loose oneself
Abeabai

to be loosed
AorAct RNl to loose

AMgagba to loose oneself
AvBijvat to be loosed

] e
Perfect Infinitives o

Perfect infinitives are not common in the NT, only
occurring 49 times (with about 30 different verbs).

Aeduxévar  |to have loosed

Mid ; to have loosed oneself
Pass Aeddoba to have been loosed

Notice: the middle or passive form drops the variable vowel.
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Infinitives = Verbal Nouns

As a noun, an infinitive can function as the subject,
predicate, or the direct object of a verb.

gpol yap T@Xpw’rbg xal 'rxépBOQ

“As for me, to live [is] Christ and to die [is] gain”

The infinitives are subjects of predicate statements.
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épot y&p{ﬁv Xptodg uala’moeave’t'v x€pdog

Because infinitives are verbal nouns, they may have
gender, case and number. Infinitives are regarded
as neuter and as singular.

Thus, infinitives may be modified by the neuter singular
articles: 6, Tol, or T (= articular infinitive)
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Infinitives = Verbal Nouns
Adverbial Infinitives

As a verb, infinitives may take subjects, objects, indirect
objects, adverbs, and prepositional phrases. The subject
of an infinitive is expressed in the accusative case.

b1 adTdv dmoxTavBijvar

“It is necessary that he be killed”
(Rev 11:5).
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Complementary
Communicates the goal or intent of an action or
state expressed by the controlling verb. It may be

An anarthrous (without an article) infinitive “completes”
another verb. This is the most common use.
communicated by and infinitive alone, ei¢ 76 + inf,
mpds T6 + inf, Tol + inf, or doTe + inf.

xal Npels ddelhopey dAMAous dyamdy
i) voplone 871 §ABov xaTadiioas Tov vépov
Don’t think that I came to abolish the Law

(Matt 5:17).

We also ought to love one another
(1 John 4:11 NASB)
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Infinitives Abyos
| Reut Temporal: Previous Time
The action of the infinitive occurs before the action
of the controlling verb (ueta 76 + infinitive).

Communicates the actual or conceived result of an
action or state expressed by the controlling verb.

It is usually expressed by @oe + inf.

, 198 i 19 wetd 70 mepadoffjvar Tév Twdvvyy fiABev 6 Tnoolis

EmAnoay dudérepa & mhola date Bubilecbo adrd eig HY Tadhalay
they . . . filled both the boats, se that they began to After John was arrested, Jesus went to Galilee
sink (Luke 5:7 ESV). (Mark 1:14).
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Temporal: Contemporaneous Time Temporal: Subsequent Time

The action of the infinitive occurs simultaneously with The action of the infinitive occurs after the action of
the action of the controlling verb (év 76 + infinitive). the controlling verb (mpd To or mpiv [#] + infinitive).

&v 76 omeipew adov & pév Emeoey mapd T 636y mpd Tof) o iAoy dwvijoat . . . eldév oe

Before Philip called you . . . I saw you
(John 1:48).

As he sowed, some seed fell along the path
(Matt 13:4).
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Cause Means
Communicates the reason or ground for the action of the Coqveys the way in Whl?h t}‘l‘e am;),? O,f th? cgntrol} e
controlling verb, answering “Why?” (3t 6 + infinitive). verb is performed, answering “How?” (év 76 + infinitive).

) . 5 8 Beds ... améateihev adTdv ebhoyolvra Opds év
obx Exete & 70 i) aitelobat duds TE) GTogTpEDEL EXQTTOV AT TGV TOVNPIEY DRV

God ... sent him ... to you to bless you by turning
each of you from your evil ways (Acts 3:26).

You do not have because you do not ask
(Jas 4:2).
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Substantival Infinitives
Functions as the subject (or predicate
nominative) of a finite verb.

70 (v Xpiotds xal o dmofaveiv xépdog

to live is Christ, and to die is gain
(Phil 1:21 ESV).
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Direct Object

| Functions as the direct object of a finite verb. I

6 mathp . . . 6 vif Edwxev {uny Exew dv autd

The Father . . . has granted to the Son to have life
in Himself (John 5:26).

Infinitives
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Indirect Discourse

Used with verbs of speaking or perception to
communicate indirect discourse.

xal dmexpifyoay uy eidévar wébev

So they answered that they did not know
where it came from (Luke 20:7 Esv).
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Explanatory
Independent Infinitives
IFunher defines, clarifies or qualifies a noun or adjective.l
#dwxev adols Eovalav Téxva Beol yevéaba
He gave them the right to be children of God
(John 1:12).
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Imperatival Absolute
| Functions as an imperative (or hortatory subjunctive). | Fpnctions independenlly of the rest of the sentence,
having no syntactical relation to other words or phrases.
> ~ A ~ ~ ~ ~
yalpewy petd yatpévra Taxwpos ... Tais dwdexa pulais Tais év Tfj diaomopd
Rejoice with those who rejoice James ... To the twelve tribes dispersed abroad.
(Rom 12:15). Greetings (Jas 1:1).
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