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1st Aorist Verbs

Chapter 11

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος Meaning

The 1st aorist expresses a simple past event.

It is called first aorist because it is the first of two 

main patterns for aorist forms.

Aorist Tense “I loosed”

Imperfect Tense “I was loosing”

The word “aorist” is from Greek (ἀόριστοςἀόριστοςἀόριστοςἀόριστος), meaning          

“without boundaries,” or “not defined.”

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος Meaning

Presents the action as a whole without regard to its beginning or end, 

or the length of time it took to accomplish the action. 

“Death reigned (ἐβασίλευσενἐβασίλευσενἐβασίλευσενἐβασίλευσεν) from Adam 

until Moses” (Rom 5:14).

1.  Constative Aorist

The reign of death extended over a long period of time, but by 

using the aorist verb, the action is summarized as a whole.

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος Meaning

Emphasizes the beginning of a state or action.

“Jesus began to weep (ἐδάκρυσενἐδάκρυσενἐδάκρυσενἐδάκρυσεν)

(John 11:35).

2.  Inceptive Aorist

The aorist form alone communicates the inception of the state. 

Words like “begin to” or “came to” are not always needed in Greek.

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος Meaning

Used in epistles where the author writes from the perspective of the 

readers (past) although he is currently writing or sending the letter 

(present). It usually occurs with the verbs γράφωγράφωγράφωγράφω and πέµπωπέµπωπέµπωπέµπω.

“I am sending (ἔπεµψαἔπεµψαἔπεµψαἔπεµψα) [Tychicus] to you” 

(Eph 6:22).

3.  Epistolary Aorist

λύω λύω λύω λύω 
Present

Active

M/P λύοµαιλύοµαιλύοµαιλύοµαι

Imperfect
Active

M/P

ἔλυἔλυἔλυἔλυοοοονννν

ἐλυόἐλυόἐλυόἐλυόµµµµηνηνηνην

Future

Active

Middle

Passive

λύλύλύλύσσσσωωωω

λύλύλύλύσσσσοµαιοµαιοµαιοµαι

λλλλυθήσυθήσυθήσυθήσοµαιοµαιοµαιοµαι

Aorist

Active

Middle

Passive

ἔἔἔἔλλλλυσαυσαυσαυσα

ἐἐἐἐλλλλυσυσυσυσάµάµάµάµηνηνηνην

ἐἐἐἐλλλλύθηνύθηνύθηνύθην
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Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

1st Aorist Active

Indicative

λυσ
1.  Stem

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

1st Aorist Active

Indicative

1.  Stem

2.  Connecting Vowel

λυσα

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

1st Aorist Active

Indicative

1.  Stem

2.  Connecting Vowel

3.  Personal Ending

λυσαµεν

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

1st Aorist Active

Indicative

1.  Stem

2.  Connecting Vowel

3.  Personal Ending

4.  Augment

λυσαµενε

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

1st Aorist Active

Indicative

ἐλύσαµεν
1.  Stem

2.  Connecting Vowel

3.  Personal Ending

4.  Augment

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Singular Plural

ἔἔἔἔλλλλυυυυ

1st Aorist Active

Indicative

ἔἔἔἔλλλλυυυυ

ἔἔἔἔλλλλυυυυ

1st Person

2nd Person

3rd Person

ἔἔἔἔλλλλυυυυ

ἔἔἔἔλλλλυυυυ

ἔἔἔἔλλλλυυυυ

σανσανσανσαν

σασασασα

σαςσαςσαςσας

σεσεσεσε((((νννν))))

σαµενσαµενσαµενσαµεν

σατεσατεσατεσατε

The aorist has an augment and similar endings to the imperfect (except 

for the 1st per sg). Also, the 3rd per sg has no alpha variable vowel.
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Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

1st Aorist Middle

Indicative

λυσ
1.  Stem

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

1st Aorist Middle

Indicative

1.  Stem

2.  Connecting Vowel

λυσα

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

1st Aorist Middle 

Indicative

1.  Stem

2.  Connecting Vowel

3.  Personal Ending

λυσαµεθα

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

1st Aorist Middle 

Indicative

1.  Stem

2.  Connecting Vowel

3.  Personal Ending

4.  Augment

λυσαµεθαε

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

1st Aorist Middle

Indicative

ἐλυσάµεθα
1.  Stem

2.  Connecting Vowel

3.  Personal Ending

4.  Augment

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Singular Plural

ἐἐἐἐλλλλυυυυ

1st Aorist Middle

Indicative

ἐἐἐἐλύλύλύλύ

ἐἐἐἐλύλύλύλύ

1st Person

2nd Person

3rd Person

ἐἐἐἐλλλλυυυυ

ἐἐἐἐλύλύλύλύ

ἐἐἐἐλύλύλύλύ

σαντσαντσαντσαντοοοο

σσσσάµάµάµάµηνηνηνην

σωσωσωσω

σατσατσατσατοοοο

σσσσάµάµάµάµεθεθεθεθαααα

σασθεσασθεσασθεσασθε

Notice:  the 2nd person singular form has no alpha variable vowel.
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Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Aorist Passive

Indicative

λυω

Start with 

verb stem

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Aorist Passive

Indicative

λυε
1. Augment

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Aorist Passive

Indicative

ελυ
1. Augment

2. Addition of θηθηθηθη after the stem

θη

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Aorist Passive

Indicative

ελυθη
1. Augment

2. Addition of θηθηθηθη after the stem

3. Personal ending

µεν

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Aorist Passive

Indicative

ἐλύθηµεν
1. Augment

2. Addition of θηθηθηθη after the stem

3. Personal ending

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

Singular Plural

ἐἐἐἐλλλλύύύύ

Aorist Passive

Indicative

ἐἐἐἐλλλλύύύύ

ἐἐἐἐλλλλύύύύ

1st Person

2nd Person

3rd Person

ἐἐἐἐλλλλύύύύ

ἐἐἐἐλλλλύύύύ

ἐἐἐἐλλλλύύύύ

θησανθησανθησανθησαν

θηνθηνθηνθην

θηςθηςθηςθης

θηθηθηθη

θηθηθηθηµµµµενενενεν

θητεθητεθητεθητε
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Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος Morphology

Like the imperfect, the augment 

communicates that the action is in the past

ἔἔἔἔλλλλυυυυον ον ον ον “I was loosing”

ἔἔἔἔλλλλυσαυσαυσαυσα “I loosed”

ἐθεράπευονἐθεράπευονἐθεράπευονἐθεράπευον

ἐθεράπευσενἐθεράπευσενἐθεράπευσενἐθεράπευσεν

“I was healing”

“I healed”

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος Morphology

Augments and verbs beginning with vowels

If a verb begins with a vowel, the vowel is lengthened 

to an eta (ηηηη) or an omega (ωωωω).

ἀκούωἀκούωἀκούωἀκούω
ἐρωτάωἐρωτάωἐρωτάωἐρωτάω

ὁρίζωὁρίζωὁρίζωὁρίζω

εεεε + αααακουσα κουσα κουσα κουσα 
εεεε + εεεερωτησαρωτησαρωτησαρωτησα
εεεε + οοοορισαρισαρισαρισα

ἤἤἤἤκουσα κουσα κουσα κουσα 
ἠἠἠἠρώτησαρώτησαρώτησαρώτησα
ὥὥὥὥρισαρισαρισαρισα

���� ����
���� ����
���� ����

If the stem of the verb begins with the diphthong αι–, the alpha (α) lengthens to an 

eta (η), causing the iota (ι) to become subscripted (αἰτεῖτε → ᾐτήσατε).

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος Stem Variations

Dentals δδδδ, , , , ζζζζ, , , , θθθθ, , , , ττττ + σσσσ σσσσ (ἐδόξαἐδόξαἐδόξαἐδόξασσσσαααα)

Velars γγγγ, , , , κκκκ, , , , σκσκσκσκ////σσσσσσσσ, , , , χχχχ + σσσσ ξ (ἐδίωἐδίωἐδίωἐδίωξξξξαααα)

Labials ππππ, , , , ββββ, , , , πτπτπτπτ, , , , φφφφ + σσσσ ψψψψ (ἔβλεἔβλεἔβλεἔβλεψψψψαααα)

����

����

����
Contract verbs will usually lengthen the contract vowel: ἠγαπἠγαπἠγαπἠγαπήήήήθηνθηνθηνθην

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

ἀναβαίνωἀναβαίνωἀναβαίνωἀναβαίνω, I go up, ascend (anabasis)

ἀπέρχοµαιἀπέρχοµαιἀπέρχοµαιἀπέρχοµαι, I go away, depart

ἀποθνῄσκωἀποθνῄσκωἀποθνῄσκωἀποθνῄσκω, I die (euthanasia)

βάλλωβάλλωβάλλωβάλλω, I throw, cast out (ball, ballistic)

εἰσέρχοµαιεἰσέρχοµαιεἰσέρχοµαιεἰσέρχοµαι, I go in, enter

Vocabulary

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος 

ἐκβάλλωἐκβάλλωἐκβάλλωἐκβάλλω, I drive/send out

ἐσθίωἐσθίωἐσθίωἐσθίω, I eat

ἐξέρχοµαιἐξέρχοµαιἐξέρχοµαιἐξέρχοµαι, I go out, depart, leave

εὑρίσκωεὑρίσκωεὑρίσκωεὑρίσκω, I find, discover (heuristic, Eureka!)

καταβαίνωκαταβαίνωκαταβαίνωκαταβαίνω, I go down, descend

Vocabulary
Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 

ὁ λόγος 

πίνωπίνωπίνωπίνω, I drink

πίπτωπίπτωπίπτωπίπτω, I fall

προσέρχοµαιπροσέρχοµαιπροσέρχοµαιπροσέρχοµαι, I go to, approach

φέρωφέρωφέρωφέρω, I bear, carry (metaphor)

ἐπαγγελίαἐπαγγελίαἐπαγγελίαἐπαγγελία, ἡ, promise

Vocabulary


