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Liquid Verbs

Chapter 13

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγοςMorphology

Liquid Verbs are verbs whose stem ends in:

Because of pronunciation purposes, the sigma used 

to identify the future and aorist was dropped.

λλλλ µµµµ νννν ρρρρ

µένωµένωµένωµένω

µένωµένωµένωµένω

µένµένµένµένσσσσωωωωµενῶµενῶµενῶµενῶ

ἔµενἔµενἔµενἔµενσασασασαἔµειναἔµειναἔµειναἔµεινα
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Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγοςLiquid Futures

The µένωµένωµένωµένω future paradigm follows the 

epsilon-type contract verb.

An epsilon is added (εεεε + σσσσ), causing the sigma to drop (intervocalic sigma). 

The vowels (e.g., εοεοεοεο) then contract (e.g., ου).

µενµενµενµεν + εσ εσ εσ εσ + οοοοµενµενµενµεν µενµενµενµενεσοεσοεσοεσοµενµενµενµεν µενµενµενµενεοεοεοεοµενµενµενµεν µενµενµενµενοοοοῦῦῦῦµενµενµενµεν

In some forms (e.g., µενεῖµενεῖµενεῖµενεῖ), the only difference between the 

present and the future of some liquid verbs is the accent!
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Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος

Singular Plural

µενµενµενµεν

Liquid Futures

µενµενµενµεν

µενµενµενµεν

1st Person

2nd Person

3rd Person

µενµενµενµεν

µενµενµενµεν

µενµενµενµεν

οῦσινοῦσινοῦσινοῦσιν

ῶῶῶῶ

εῖςεῖςεῖςεῖς

εῖεῖεῖεῖ

οῦµενοῦµενοῦµενοῦµεν

εῖτεεῖτεεῖτεεῖτε

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγοςLiquid Futures

Most liquid future stems change slightly to compensate for the dropped 

sigma.  This makes them distinguishable from the present forms.

If the stem has an iota, it is dropped in the future.

ααααἴἴἴἴρωρωρωρω ἀρῶἀρῶἀρῶἀρῶ

ἐγεἐγεἐγεἐγείίίίρωρωρωρω ἐγερῶἐγερῶἐγερῶἐγερῶ
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Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγοςLiquid Futures

Most liquid future stems change slightly to compensate for the dropped 

sigma.  This makes them distinguishable from the present forms.

If the stem has two lambdas, one is dropped in the future.

ἀπαγγέἀπαγγέἀπαγγέἀπαγγέλλλλλλλλωωωω ἀπαγγεἀπαγγεἀπαγγεἀπαγγελλλλῶῶῶῶ

ἀποστέἀποστέἀποστέἀποστέλλλλλλλλωωωω ἀποστεἀποστεἀποστεἀποστελλλλῶῶῶῶ
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βάβάβάβάλλλλλλλλωωωω βαβαβαβαλλλλῶῶῶῶ����
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Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγοςLiquid Aorists

The sigma is dropped and the main vowel in the 

verb stem lengthens to compensate for its loss.

µµµµέέέένωνωνωνω ἔµἔµἔµἔµειειειεινανανανα

This is known as compensatory lengthening.
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Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγος

Singular Plural

ἔµεινἔµεινἔµεινἔµειν

Liquid Aorists

ἔµεινἔµεινἔµεινἔµειν

ἔµεινἔµεινἔµεινἔµειν

1st Person

2nd Person

3rd Person

ἐµείνἐµείνἐµείνἐµείν

ἔµεινἔµεινἔµεινἔµειν

ἐµείνἐµείνἐµείνἐµείν

αναναναν

αααα

αςαςαςας

εεεε((((νννν))))

αµεναµεναµεναµεν

ατεατεατεατε

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγοςLiquid Aorists

The aorist form of liquid verbs drops the sigma, 

but retains the augment and variable vowel.

If the stem has two lambdas, the first is changed to an iota.

ἀπαγγέἀπαγγέἀπαγγέἀπαγγέλλλλλλλλωωωω ἀπήγγεἀπήγγεἀπήγγεἀπήγγειλιλιλιλαααα

ἀποστέἀποστέἀποστέἀποστέλλλλλλλλωωωω ἀπέστεἀπέστεἀπέστεἀπέστειλιλιλιλαααα
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If the stem has an iota, it is sometimes dropped.

ααααἴἴἴἴρωρωρωρω ���� ἦραἦραἦραἦρα

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγοςLiquid Aorists

The changes in the stem help distinguish the 

imperfect from the aorist.

ἔµἔµἔµἔµεεεενεννεννεννεν “he was remaining”

ἔµἔµἔµἔµειειειεινεννεννεννεν “he remained”
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Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγοςSummary of Liquid Verbs

αἴρωαἴρωαἴρωαἴρω ἀρῶἀρῶἀρῶἀρῶ ἦραἦραἦραἦρα
ἀπαγγέλλωἀπαγγέλλωἀπαγγέλλωἀπαγγέλλω ἀπαγγελῶἀπαγγελῶἀπαγγελῶἀπαγγελῶ ἀπήγγειλαἀπήγγειλαἀπήγγειλαἀπήγγειλα
ἀποκρίνοµαιἀποκρίνοµαιἀποκρίνοµαιἀποκρίνοµαι ------------ ἀπεκρινάµηνἀπεκρινάµηνἀπεκρινάµηνἀπεκρινάµην
ἀποκτείνω ἀποκτείνω ἀποκτείνω ἀποκτείνω ἀποκτενῶἀποκτενῶἀποκτενῶἀποκτενῶ ἀπέκτειναἀπέκτειναἀπέκτειναἀπέκτεινα
ἀποστέλλω ἀποστέλλω ἀποστέλλω ἀποστέλλω ἀποστελῶἀποστελῶἀποστελῶἀποστελῶ ἀπέστειλαἀπέστειλαἀπέστειλαἀπέστειλα
ἐγείρω ἐγείρω ἐγείρω ἐγείρω ἐγερῶἐγερῶἐγερῶἐγερῶ ἤγειραἤγειραἤγειραἤγειρα
κρίνωκρίνωκρίνωκρίνω κρίνῶκρίνῶκρίνῶκρίνῶ ἔκριναἔκριναἔκριναἔκρινα
µένωµένωµένωµένω µενῶµενῶµενῶµενῶ ἔµειναἔµειναἔµειναἔµεινα
σπείρωσπείρωσπείρωσπείρω σπερῶσπερῶσπερῶσπερῶ ἔσπειραἔσπειραἔσπειραἔσπειρα

Liquid Verb Future Aorist

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγοςVocabulary

αἰώναἰώναἰώναἰών, –ῶνος, ὁ, eternity, age, world (eon)

ἀνήρἀνήρἀνήρἀνήρ, ἀνδρός, ὁ, man, husband 
(androgynous, android)

ἀρχιερεύςἀρχιερεύςἀρχιερεύςἀρχιερεύς, –έως, ὁ, high priest 
(archenemy, arch)

βασιλεύςβασιλεύςβασιλεύςβασιλεύς, –έως, ὁ, king (basilica)

πατήρπατήρπατήρπατήρ, πατρός, ὁ, father, ancestor 
(patristics, patriarch)
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Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγοςVocabulary

γυνήγυνήγυνήγυνή, γυναικός, ἡ, woman, wife 

(gynecology)

µήτηρµήτηρµήτηρµήτηρ, –τρός, ἡ, mother (matriarch)

πίστιςπίστιςπίστιςπίστις, –εως, ἡ, faith, trust 

πόλιςπόλιςπόλιςπόλις, –εως, ἡ, city, town (metropolitan)

σάρξσάρξσάρξσάρξ, σαρκός, ἡ, flesh, body, mortal nature

(sarcoma, sarcophagus)

Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν 
ὁ λόγοςVocabulary

χάριςχάριςχάριςχάρις, –ιτος, ἡ, grace, thanks (charity)

ἔθνοςἔθνοςἔθνοςἔθνος, –ους, τό, nation, people; Gentiles 

(pl) (ethnic)

ὄνοµαὄνοµαὄνοµαὄνοµα, –ατος, τό, name (pseudonym)

πνεῦµαπνεῦµαπνεῦµαπνεῦµα, –ατος, τό, Spirit, spirit, wind 

(pneumatology)

σῶµασῶµασῶµασῶµα, –ατος, τό, body (psychosomatic)


