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Imperatives & Tenses

An imperative can be a command (“Read this chapter!”), a prohibition
(“Don’t read this chapter!”), or a request (“Please read this chapter.”).

It occurs almost exclusively in the present and aorist tense-forms.
There are no imperfect, future, or pluperfect forms and only 2 perfects.

There is no 1%t person imperative because it is not
normal to command yourself to do something.
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Present Active Present Mid/Pass
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Imperative 8 Ayos Imperative 8 Adyos
Singular Plural Singular Plural
2 person  ADE AeTe 2% Person  AUOV Aeofe
3 Person - AVETW Avétwoay 3riperson - AVETHR Mvéabwoay
Ale = “loose” AMete = “loose” Aov = “be loosed” Aveofe = “be loosed”
Avérw = “let him/her loose” Avérwoay = “let them loose” AvéoBw = “let him/her be loosed” Avéofwoav= “let them be loosed”
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Aorist Active Aorist Middle
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Imperative § Myos Imperative 8 Mbyos
Singular Plural Singular Plural
24 person  ADGOV Moate 2 person  AUoQLL Moagbe
34Person  AUGTAT AodTwoaY 3 person  AUTAOHW Modcbwaay
Abgov = “loose” Moate = “loose” Aoar = “loose (for) yourself” Moacfe = “loose (for) yourselves”
Avodtw = “let him/her loose” Avgdrwoay = “let them loose” Aodabw = “let him loose (for) himself>  Avodofwoay = “let them loose (for) themselves”
3 6




Aorist Passive
Imperative

"Ev dpydi 0y
6 Aéyog

Singular Plural

2 Person AU 97]‘1.'! )\1')67]1'5

39 person - AUBH TR AvbriTwoay

By = “be loosed” Abfyre = “be loosed”

Avbritw = “let him/her be loosed”  Avbrfrweay = “let them be loosed”
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Uses of Imperatives e Uses of Imperatives e
1) Command 2) Prohibition
B oy éydony I dyandive LRI
‘ “[You all] Pursue love” ‘ ‘ “Do not love the world” ‘
8¢ Exer dra a’txoésw gﬁd)g ol UmoxprTat
“The one who has ears to hear, let him hear!” ‘ “Do not be as the hypocrites”
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Subjunctives
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Uses of Imperatives Sikiyae as Imperatives § Myos
3) Request 1) Hortatory Subjunctive
ﬁ ﬁaoﬂsia ooV YEVT)GY’]T&) 0 eéMya'z ooV Because there is no first person imperative form, the first person
plural subjunctive is used to exhort a group that includes the speaker.
“Let your kingdom come. Let your will be done”
dyandiuey VLT
R ARINYR Boyi0noov ity ‘ “Let us love one another”
“If you can do anything, please help us” No introductory conjunction is used (such as tva, &v, or édv).
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Subjunctives
as Imperatives
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2) Prohibitory Subjunctive

With the negative wy, the present imperative prohibits an
action. The aorist imperative, however, is not used.
Instead, the 2" person aorist subjunctive is used.

Av€ (loose) (L‘h Avé (don’t loose)
Abgov (loose) p‘h )u.')o'ng (don’t loose)

The last form given is not ¥ Aigov (aorist imperative).

Subjunctives
as Imperatives
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2) Prohibitory Subjunctive
Pl ) eigevéyys IR L Ig T

| “And do not lead us into temptation” ‘

78 bovetoys ITE) xdédng [T)] WevdopapTupions

“Do not murder ... Do not steal, Do not bear false witness”
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Verbal Aspect s Verbal Aspect il
Imperatives: Tense & Aspect Aorist Imperatives
I The tense-form (pres or aor) does not convey the time of the action. I Often used to give a command that is to be obeyed
- on a specific occasion.
Perfective aspect: portrays the action from an external
perspective viewing the action as a whole, without ‘ p A
focusing on the unfolding internal details. xaTe TOV VéHOV Vpwv KP‘VQTE Oy
‘Imperfective as'pect.: pqrtrays the .action from an “You judge him according to your law”
m internal perspective viewing the action as a process
without focusing on the end of the action.
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Verbal Aspect 5 2dyos Optative Mood 5 Myos
Present Imperatives Moods in Greek
Often used to give a command that is to be obeyed So far we have studied 3 other moods
as a general practice. (not including participles, and infinitives).
wn ETITE v i) xpibfite statement | Adw, “I am loosing”
“Do not go around judging (others), . i e e
then you will in no way be judged” command
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Optative Mood
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Optative Mood

There are only 68 occurrences in the NT (45 aorists and 23
presents)—mostly in Luke and Paul. Although it was fairly
common in classical Greek, it was passing out of use by NT times.

The most common use of the optative mood is the
volitive which is used to express a wish.
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Optative Mood

I The two most common forms of the optative mood: I

el leiwiPAOp3sg(12¢) |

| ylvopa A M Opt 3 sg (17%)]

The most famous is Paul’s use of u# yévorro (“may it

wish “T wish Ihad known her” never be”) used 14 times (and once by Luke).
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Optative Mood ke i?ﬁim Vocabulary kL i?ﬁim
Benediction/Prayer @viomyu, I stand up, arise (Anastasia)
€\eog Oty xal eipvy xal dyamna VLMl amodidwy, I give back, pay
| “May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you” | &wé)\)\vyt, 1 destroy, am lost (mld) (ApOllyOﬂ)
adinu, I forgive, let go, divorce
8 vépos dpaptio R didwpt, I give (donation)
| “Is the law sin? May it never be! l
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Vocabulary Py Vocabulary L
feywt, I stand, set (stand) yevea, —Gs, %), generation, family (generation)
napadidwpt, [ hand over, betray, entrust utxepde, —a, —6v, small (microphone,
Tifyut, I put, place, appoint micrometer)
dml, I say, affirm (prophet) Zf’yowg, —?t, —ov, same nature, similar
apaptwlds, —ov, sinful, sinner (subst) a)’(p,t, until
oval, woe
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