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Infinitive = Verbal Noun

Infinitives
“The dog jumped over the table.”
“Jumped” is a verb that describes the action of the dog.
Chapter 21
“To jump is difficult for the dog.”
The phrase “to jump” functions as the subject of the verb “is difficult.”
In English, an infinitive is formed by the word “to” plus a verb.
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Infinitive = Verbal Noun Infinitive = Verbal Noun
I As a verb, an infinitive: I The subject of the infinitive is in the accusative case
rather than the nominative case.
1. has aspect (perfective, imperfective, or stative) and voice
(egh ik pes). Bs'roﬁ &vBpdymou woM&m
‘ 2. can take a direct object or be modified by an adverb. |
“The Son of Man must suffer many things”
‘ 3. is negated by i (like all other non-indicative mood verbs). | ¥ E
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Infinitive = Verbal Noun Infinitive = Verbal Noun
I As a noun, an infinitive can: I The word “infinitive” comes from “infinite,” meaning
that the form is not limited to a particular person or
‘ 1. take an article (always neuter and singular = 76, o8, and 7). | number. A “finite” verb is limited in this respect.
‘ 2. have a variety of different case functions. |
As a result, there is only one form instead of six.
3. occur after a preposition (infinitives following prepositions
are always articular).
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Present Infinitives o Ee
Abew
AMeabat

to be loosing

to be loosed*

* The translation is passive only. Middle = “to be (for) loosing oneself”

Aorist Infinitives Rl

2

Aloat to loose

AMoaobat

Avbijva

to loose oneself

to be loosed

Notice: the aorist forms have NO augment.
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Aorist Infinitives e Perfect Infinitives Lt
Present Ind 2" Aorist Inf Perfect Infinitives
ayw - ayayelv Perfect infinitives are not common in the NT, only
yivoy.al — 'yEVéO' Bt occurring 49 times (with about 30 different verbs).
gpyoprt —>  éNBeby
A > DaPelv Aeduxévar  to have loosed
Myw —»  eimely Aeddodat to have been loosed
bpaw —  idEiV _ ; — :
Notice: the middle or passive form has no connecting vowel.
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1) Complementary 2) Purpose Clause
The infinitive “completes” the idea of another verb (such verbs Three different constructions: (1) infinitive alone,
as &pyouat, Bovopat, del, doxéw, ddvapar, OéAw, and uéw. (2) infinitive with tofi, and (3) infinitive with eig t4.
Bélopev Tdv ’It]a'of'nm 'lropt-:ﬂoua'ré'lrov Opiv
| “We want to see Jesus” | “I am going to prepare a place for you”
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ey § omelpunfRatr

“The sower went out in order to sow”

Evrey\pam'tﬂv wioTw Opév

‘ “I sent [him] to know about your faith” ‘
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3) Result Clause

Typically occurs after @oe (“so that”) and less commonly
after elg T6. A purpose clause is intended result whereas a
result clause is actual result.

xal éyéveto doel veupégm'robg moAVPEENNETL dmrébavey

“And he became as a dead person, so that many said that he died”
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4) Previous Time 5) Contemporaneous Time
Communicated by peré 76 + infinitive and signals that the action of Communicated by év 76 + infinitive and signals that the action of the infinitive
the infinitive occurs before the action of the main verb (“after”). occurs at the same time as the action of the main verb (“while,” “as,” or “when”).
T KM R e mpodEw Dpds elg Ty Talihalay at’rrbv & pev Emeoev mapd THY 606V
‘ “After I am raised, I will go before you into Galilee.” ‘ “as he was sowing, some [seed] fell along the path.” |
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Uses

6) Subsequent Time

Communicated by mpd Tol or mpiv () + infinitive and signals that the action of
the infinitive occurs after the action of the main verb (“before”).

a'e <I>D\mro... €ld6v o€

“before Philip called you ... I saw you.”

Uses

7) Causal

Communicated by dt& 6 + infinitive and expresses the reason for the action of]
the main verb, answering the question “Why?” (“because,” “since,” or “for”).

e Td y.ﬁi{av EEnpdvoy

| “they withered because they had no root”




Uses
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8) Substantival

Functions more like a noun, either as the
subject or the object of a sentence.

épol y&Xpw'rbg xaxépﬁo;

‘ “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.” ‘

Verbal Aspect
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Tense versus Aspect

Like all non-indicative verbs, infinitives do not convey the time of the
action (= tense). The various tense-forms convey the author’s portrayal of
the verb’s action (= aspect).

It is difficult to bring out the aspectual nuance in English so there is usually
no difference in translation between a present or aorist infinitive.
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Verbal Aspect S A Indicative-dUvapat b adyes.
| The action was a process or continued on Singular Plural
’ “to be teaching” (as a process 1 Person  OUVALULALL duvapeba
Oddoxetv or periodic custom) “ “
2 person  QUVATAL dbvacbe
| Simple action with no regard to it as a process |
A A
3 Person  QUVATALL dlvavtal
Sl&igat to.teaCh (S}mply, O The connectin, wel is alpha (a) instead of omicron (o) or epsilon (g). For an
specific occasion, or once) imperfect ind ment can be either an epsilon (¢-) or an eta (n-):
&d0varto or %d0varto (cf. also 6é\w: imperfect [f0edov] and aorist [A0éAyoal).
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déyopat, I take, receive, welcome éav, if, when
dueatdw, I declare righteous, justify éav wj, unless
Aoyilopat, consider, reckon (theology, €wg, until, while
apologetics) tva, in order that, so that, that
q g
oTavpdw, | crucify §mov, where
&v, (particle of indefiniteness: untranslated)
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dmwg, in order that, that

8o, dtig, & Tt, whoever, whatever, who
8rav, whenever, when (67e + &v)

(/4

ote, when

ToU, where?




