15t Aorist Verbs

Chapter 11
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The 1% aorist expresses a simple past event.

It is called first aorist because it is the first of two
main patterns for aorist forms.

Imperfect Tense

The word “aorist” is from Greek (&6piorog), meaning

ithout boundaries,” or “not defined.”
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1. Constative Aorist

Presents the action as a whole without regard to its beginning or end,
or the length of time it took to accomplish the action.

“Death reigned (¢facflevaey) from Adam
until Moses” (Rom 5:14).

The reign of death extended over a long period of time, but by

using the aorist verb, the action is summarized as a whole.
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2. Inceptive Aorist

I Emphasizes the beginning of a state or action. I

“Jesus began to weep (£ddxpucev)
(John 11:35).

The aorist form alone communicates the inception of the state.

Words like “begin to” or “came to” are not always needed in Greek.
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3. Epistolary Aorist

Used in epistles where the author writes from the perspective of the
readers (past) although he is currently writing or sending the letter
(present). It usually occurs with the verbs ypddw and mépmw.

“I am sending (¢mepe) [Tychicus] to you”
(Eph 6:22).
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Singular Plural

15t Person ’E’)\UO'a g)\uoay.sv
2 Person  EAUCOLG #E\voate
3rd Person é’)\UO'E(V) oy

The aorist has an augment and similar endings to the imperfect (except

for the 1% per sg). Also, the 3 per sg has no alpha variable vowel.
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1 Person EAVTAUNY é\vodueba

21 Person AV EMaaahe
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314 Person EAVTQALTO éMoavTo

Notice: the 2" person singular form has no alpha variable vowel.
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Like the imperfect, the augment

communicates that the action is in the past

Hwov
#\voa “I loosed”

¢Bepdmevoey

“I was healing”

“I healed”
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Augments and verbs beginning with vowels

If a verb begins with a vowel, the vowel is lengthened
to an eta () or an omega (w).

dxobw —> et+axovoa —> fixouoa
dpuTdey —> Et+epuTHOL —>  NpUTHOQ
bpllw —> etopoa —» dpioa

If the stem of the verb begins with the diphthong at—, the alpha («) lengthens to an

eta (7)), causing the iota (1) to become subscripted (aiteite — Arioare).
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3,¢,0,t +0 — o (¢36kacn)

A\CEM ¥, %, ox/oo,x +0 —> & (8diwka)

m B, e, ¢ +to —> U (EfAeva)

Contract verbs will usually lengthen the contract vowel: fyamjfnv

’E > & 3.
Vocabulary AT

@vapaivw, I go up, ascend (anabasis)
amépyopat, I go away, depart
dmobvyjoxw, I die (euthanasia)

BdMw, I throw, cast out (ball, ballistic)
eloépyopat, I go in, enter
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éxPdAdw, I drive/send out

¢o0iw, I eat

éEépyopat, I go out, depart, leave

ebploxw, I find, discover (heuristic, Eureka!)
xataPalvw, I go down, descend
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Vocabulary 3 ity

mivw, I drink

mintw, I fall

mpoaépyopat, I go to, approach
dépw, I bear, carry (metaphor)
émayyella, %, promise




